
 

P A R E N T A L  C H E C K L I S T  F O R  
P L A N N I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  

S T U D E N T :
S C H O O L / D I S T R I C T :

Planning for your child’s future can never start too early. While there are a number of people to assist with 
this planning process at every age, YOUR involvement as a parent/guardian is key to a smooth transition for 
your child. This checklist may be useful to ensure that you are prepared and offers suggested steps that can 
be taken and resources that can be utilized throughout the process. 
  

Every Year 

o Meet with your agency supports and school IEP team members  
o Discuss your child’s abilities and interests with all teachers, agency and service providers, therapists, 

etc., and how these can be utilized to reach academic, social, employment, and life goals 
o Ask about accommodations and technology available to help your child meet school and life goals  
o Use the Individualized Education Program (IEP) to create the right goals to help your child gain skills 

and knowledge that can be built upon year after year 
o Build on the goals and achievements started the year before to ensure continued progress 
 
Any Age (3-21 Years Old) 

o Request that the school complete a full ETR at the next three-year evaluation (not a records review). 
Be sure the ETR includes updated information and data, as well as cognitive scores and adaptive 
behavior scores.   

o Gather various documents and have accessible including: 
• Child’s birth certificate     • Child’s social security card     • Medical documentation of child’s disability 

o Apply to the Geauga County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
o Apply for Social Security Benefits and Medicaid 
o Establish estate planning (Special Needs Trust) 
o Establish a STABLE account 
o Continually assess social skills, self-determination, and self-advocacy skills, both formally (at school) 

and informally (at home and in social settings) to determine areas of strength and need 
o Obtain a State ID and consider enrolling in LEADS under the Ohio Communication Disability Law 
o Connect with other parents in Geauga, Lake and Cuyahoga County programs, through the Educational 

Service Center of Western Reserve and the Ohio Parent Mentor Program, and through groups in your 
home district 

   
12-14 Years Old (Prior to Age 14) 

o Review items in the above sections (“Every Year” and “Any Age”) and complete as needed 
o Transition planning begins, and the transition part of the IEP should begin to be developed (Section 5 

of the IEP) 
o Ensure a multidisciplinary team is established for educational and societal organizations. 

Parents/guardians are important members of the team. 
o Identify student’s: preferences, interests, needs/challenges, strengths, and postsecondary goals 
o Allow for the student to voice interests so that support and activities for them can be set up  
o Consider sexual development and need for education 
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Notes: 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Info: 
Teacher/Intervention Specialists:____________________________________________________________ 

Related Service Providers:_________________________________________________________________ 

OOD Contact:___________________________________________________________________________ 

GCBDD Contact/SSA:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Vocational Providers/Contacts:_____________________________________________________________ 

Other:_________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

For questions and further assistance, please contact your student’s intervention specialist or your student 
and support administrator (SSA) at the Geauga County Board of Developmental Disabilities. 
 
For this and other resources, please see https://www.geaugadd.org/services/ 
 
Created by GMATT (Geauga Multi-Agency Transition Team) which consists of providers from GCBDD, OOD, and the ESCWR to support student 
achievement and post-school success by providing resources, guidance, and education to districts and families of school-aged transition youth. 
 

 
Updated 8/1/24                            Page 2 


